
Lesson-4-Colonialism,TribalSocietiesandIdustries

History

Exercises:

A.MCQs

1.C.Birsa 2.D.England 3.D.TirathSingh 4.A.LordDalhousie

5.B.1846 6.B.1843

B.Matchthefollowing

1.BirsaMunda C.LeaderofMundarebellion

2.1856 e.SanthalswerecrushedbytheBritish

3.Surchandra d.ManipurileaderwhosoughttheBritishhelp

4.Cottongin B.Flyingshuttle

5.LordDalhousie a.ReconstrutionoftheGrandTrunkRoad

C.WriteTrueorFalse.

1.True 2.False 3.True

4.True 5.False 6.True

E.Shortanswers

1.Balladsandfolklorewhichhavepasseddownthegenerationsorally,arethemostimportant

sourceoftribalhistory.Officialdocuments,suchaspretensionsofindividualpeasantsand

tribals;recordsofAdministrativeproceedings;reportsandjudgementsofenquirycommissions;

aswellasreferencesingadgets,contemporarynewspapersandbiographiesaremajorsources.

2.TheBritishcommercialpoliciesdestailishedtheIndianeconomyandcreatedobstaclesto



modernindustrialisation.Itreducedtribalstobondedlabourers,resultedinexploitationof

naturalresourcesandcausegreatdistresstopeasants.Indianhandicraftsdeclinedandavast

numberofcraftsmenhadtogiveuptheirlivelihoodandworkaslandlesslabourers.Indian

wealthwasdrainedfrom thecountryandfaminesbrokeout.

3.TheKhasisresentedthecomingofoutsidersintotheirterritories,includingEuropeans,British

troops,ChristianmissionariesandBengalicontractors.TheyweresuspiciousofBritishintions.

Finally,whentherewasaproposalofconstructionofaroadpassingthroughtheirregion,

connectingBrahmaputraValleyandsurmaValley,theyroseinrebellionfearingthatitmight

pavethewayforforeignerstoestablishtheirruleoverthem.

4.BengalCoalCompanywasestablishedin1843.By1900,overahundredcoalminesinBengal

andBiharemployedlakhs.TeawasgrowninAssam,Bengal,SouthIndia.Coffee,Cinchona,

rubberdidwellintheplantationindustry.ThefirstjutemillwasnearKolkatawhichbecamethe

hubwith20mills.Early20thcentury,Indiabecamethelargestsugar-producer.TataIronand

SteelCompanywasestablishedinBiharin1911.

5.BirsaMundawastheleaderoftherevoltoftyeMundatribeagainsttheBritish.Hewasborn

inUlihatuinRanchi,inJharkhand.Hegainedpopularityamongthemassesforadvocatingthe

rightsoftheMundasastherealproprietorsofthesoil.Hesoughttoabolishtheexistenceof

middlemen.HewascapturedbytheBritishin1900anddiedsoonafterinRanchijail.

F.Answerthequestionsinabout80-100words.

1.LargetractsoftriballandsweretakenoverbyBritishplantationsresultingintribalsbecoming

landless.Tribalswereevenforcedtoabandontheirlivingspacesinreservedforests.They

wereforcedtoworkonplantationsformeagrewagesasbondedlabourers.Thetribalchiefs

becamesubservienttotheBritish,andChristianMissionariessoughttoconvertthetribes.The

Britishdeclaredforestsasstateproperty,restrictedtheuseofforestresources,andstopped

tribalsfrom practisingshiftingagriculture.Moneylendersandtradersoftencheatedand

exploitedthetribals.Insuchextremeconditions,theyroseupinrevoltagainsttheBritishrule.

2.TheclashbetweenthetribalsandtheBritishwasgrosslymismatchedasthetribalpeople

foughtwithbows,arrows,axes,andspears,whiletheBritishusedsophisticatedweaponsand

troops.TheSanthalrebellionthatusedguerrillatacticswascrushedbyabrutalmilitary

campaign,followingwhichtheleaderswereallarrested.Thekhasis,kols,Mundasandtribal

revoltsofAssam andManipurwerealsoputdownbythepoweroftheBritishforce.Onlyin

Odisha,theBritishenteredintoapeacesettlementwiththekhondstoavoidalarge-scalerevolt.

Everywhereelsetheyusedbrutalforce.



3.AftertheCharterof1813,EastIndiacompany'smonopolyended,andBritishgoods

exemptedfrom importdutiesfloodedtheIndianmarket.IndianHandloom productslostoutin

thisunequalcompetitionwithcheapmachine-madegoods.Theexportofrawmaterialstofulfil

thecontinuousdemandfrom Britishindustries,ledtofurtherpaucityofRawmaterialsfor

Indianindustries.TheBritishimposedheavycustom dutiesonIndianHandicraftsandgoods,

makingthem economicallyunviable.

4.TheMundasinhabitedtheregionaroundRanchi.Theytraditionallyenjoyedapreferential

rentrateaspertheKhundkattidarsystem.Thissystem wasdestroyedwiththecomingof

jagirdarsandthikadars(contractors).Inthelastdecadeofthe19thCentury,asthemonsoons

failed,thesituationbecameworse.Facedwithstarvationandepidemics,TheMundasRoseup

inrebellionagainsttheBritish.TheywereledbyBirsaMunda,andlaterjoinedintheirrebellion

bytheKolsofthechotaNagpurregion.TheBritishdefeatedtheKolsandMundasthrough

militaryforceinthemiddleofthe20thCentury.

5.ThesalientfeaturesofIndianindustralisationwere:

TheBritishwereonlyinterestedinprofits,soIndustrieswerelimitedtocertaintypesand

specificcities.TherewasnointerestindevelopingheavyorcapitalIndustriessuchasironand

steel.

Indianindustriesfacedstiffcompetitionanddiscrimination.Indiansfounditdifficulttoobtain

loansandlicensesduetothegovernment'shostilityandit'sfreetradepolicyfavouring

foreigners.

Societybecamestratifiedintotwodistinctclasses-capitalistsandworkers.Thedemography

changedtoointheaftermathofafaminesandexcessivelandrevenuedemandsasfarmers

migratedinmassestocitiesasworkers.

6.ThedestructionofindigenousIndustriesisknownasdeindustrialisation.BeforetheBritish,

Indiawasoneoftheworld'slargestexportersoftextiles.Surat,Masulipatnam and

Visakhapatnam weresomefamoustradingcentres.Dhaka,Broach,Maduraiweresomecentres

forfinetextiles.TheadventoftheEastIndiaCompanydestroyedthetraditionalfabricofthe

Indianeconomy.TheBritishdrainedresourcesleavinginsufficientrawmaterialforIndian

industries.TheIndianmarketwasfloodedwithcheapimportedgoodsexemptedfrom import

duties.Asaresult,theIndianhandicraftindustrydeclinedsteadilyandmanycraftsmenhadto

giveuptheirlivelihoodforalternativeemployment.


